2008-2009 MDSSAR Officers

President... ..o R. Duane Tackitt
1 VG President. .. .......eieiieeeeee e e David W. Hoover
2" ViCe President..........ovvveveee e e Edward A. Foreman, Jr.
3 ViCe PreSIdeNt. .. .. veeeeee e oo Ivan V. Dooley, Jr.
SBCIBIANY vt et e e e e Rev. Christos Christou, Jr.
ASSIStANT SECIETANY ... vt e e e Roger V. Buck
I (=T U =] Barrett L. McKown
ASSIStANT TrEASUIE ... .o\ e e vee et e iee e e e ee e e e C. Louis Raborg, Jr.
REGISHAr. ..ot Kenneth E. Zimmerman
HISTOTTAN. .. ..o Robert E. Lyons
Organizing SECrEIAIY ... .....vuie it et e Jean S. Fugett, Sr.
GeNEalOgIST. .. ... et C. Louis Raborg, Jr.
Genealogist EMErituS. .. ... oeve i e Henry C. Peden, Jr.
ChanCellor... ..o e Jean S. Fugett, Jr.
Chaplain.......ccciiii Rev. Partee J. Boliek, Jr.
Assistant Chaplain..........coooiiiiii i Lester A. Foster, Jr.
Deputy Chaplain...........ccovviiiii i e Rev. Frederick W. Pyne
ST T o Lee Crandall Park, MD
NALIONAl TIUSIEE. .. ...t Ernest L. Irish
Alternate National Trustee........c.cvviiiiii i e e Douglas B. Stuart

Current Past Presidents

W. King Barnes, Jr.
Granville W. Wehland
Henry P. Laughlin
Herbert L. Baer, Sr.
Barrett L. McKown
James A. McCafferty
Lester A. Foster, Jr.
John H. Vandegriff
William C. Austin, Jr.

Raymond N. Zimmerman, Jr.
Cecil M. Massie, Sr.

M. Hall Worthington

James R. Dearworth, MD
Douglas B. Stuart

Carroll J. Collins

Rev Christos Christou, Jr.
Ernest L. Irish

Board of Managers

Class of 2006-2009 Class of 2007-2010 Class of 2008-2011
John H. Beakes, Jr. Robert J. Ayres Christopher Johnston, VI
Joseph L. Collins Christopher C. Beck, Sr.  Richard L. Funk
Joseph P. Moore Ivan V. Dooley, Jr. Michael A. Irish
Charles J. Wells Warren D. Tewes Frederick L. Howard
Glenn H. Whidden James G. Ballard, Jr. J. Jeffrey Hutter, Sr.

The Maryland Society
of the
Sons of the American Revolution

Grave Marking Ceremony
for
Patriot Private Benjamin C. Wood
1763-1838

April 11, 2009
2:00 PM

Congressional Cemetery
1801 E Street, SE
Washington, DC




PROGRAM

Welcome R. Duane Tackitt, President

MDSSAR Color Guard,
William P. Smithson, Commander

Presentation of Colors

Invocation Ernest L. Irish,
MDSSAR National Trustee

James G. Ballard, Jr.,
President, Christian Ardinger Chapter

Pledge of Allegiance

Pledge of the SAR J. Patrick Warner,

President, General William Smallwood Chapter

We, descendants of the heroes of the American Revolution who by their sacrifices
established the United States of America, reaffirm our faith in the principles of
liberty and our Constitutional Republic, and solemnly pledge ourselves to defend
them against every foe.

Life of Patriot Private Benjamin C. Wood Barrett L. McKown,

Treasurer
Prepared by Christopher T. Smithson, Chairman, Graves and Memorials
Committee
Dedication of Grave Marker President Tackitt, First Vice President Hoover,
and Trustee Irish
Musket Firing MDSSAR Color Guard
Benediction Ernest L. Irish

Special thanks to Cindy Hays, Executive Director of
Congressional Cemetery, and her staff for their assistance in making this
event possible.

Reception will follow the ceremony at the home of
MDSSAR President and Mrs. Tackitt
620 East Capitol Street, NE
Washington, DC

Benjamin C. Wood
1763-1838

Benjamin C. Wood was a native of Charles County, Maryland, born in
1763, and volunteered for service in the Revolutionary War. He served as a
private in Captain George Dent’s Company who was under the command of
General John Dent with the Maryland troops. Private Wood served in 1778, six
months; in 1779, nine months; in 1780, nine months; in 1781, six months.

“During these periods of service he participated in actions that included
watching the enemy and preventing the landings at Sandy Point, Maryland Point,
Chicamungia tobacco warehouse, Pomonky tobacco warehouse, and the Lyles’
near the month of Piscatawny creek...when at a short distance from Lyles’
dwelling house which the enemy burned, there were thirteen of the enemy made
prisoners by the party to which the declared belonged. His general in all of these
tours was General John Dent of Charles County, Maryland.” Paraphrased from
the Declaration by Benjamin C. Wood to Justice of the Peace James Rod on
February 10, 1834.

Little is known about Private Wood’s personal life.  After the
Revolutionary War, Benjamin moved to Alexandria, Virginia, and married Ann
Talbott in Washington, DC on May 30, 1819. He filed for a pension for his
service on December 9, 1833, at which time he was living in Washington, D.C.
However his pension never mentions any family.

On February 9, 1838, Wood writes his will in Washington, D.C., stating
that his body to be buried under the direction of the Washington Lodge,
Alexandria, and the lodges of Washington, having been a faithful member. He
leaves his personal property to his wife Lydia Wood and the balance after all
specific requests to his niece, Mrs. Lydia A. Wood.

His death occurs on February 11, 1838, just two days after writing his
will. His obituary appeared in the Daily National Intelligencer dated February
15, 1838: “On the 11 instant, at his residence, Navy Yard, after an illness of a
few days, BENJAMIN C. WOOD, formerly of Alexandria, D.C.”

Wood was laid to rest at the historic Congressional Cemetery, in
Washington, D.C. In April of 1938, a letter was written to the Quartermaster
General, Memorial Branch at the War Department, Washington, D.C., by A. D.
Miller which read “... the application for headstone for Benjamin C. Wood is
returned herewith...”

Until 1938, Private Wood laid buried for 100 years with no stone to honor
him for his service to our country. The headstone now reads, “Benjamin C.
Wood, Pvt. Dent’s Maryland Troops, Revolutionary War, February 25, 1838.”



